
Critical Methodologies 

Symposium 
 

12.30-3.30pm 

Friday 13th February 2015  

ICOSS, Boardroom 

CREN and The University of Sheffield Department of Geography 
present this half-day symposium with academics addressing 
critical methodological concerns.  

We invite all postgraduates and academics interested in 
challenging dominant methodological practices. 

The White Rose Critical Race and Ethnicities Network 
www.cren.org.uk 

12.30-2.00pm Presentations and Q&A with: 

Dr Anita Franklin: “Protection, collaboration and action: 

     Research and power” 

Dr Pat Noxolo: “The politics of difference and race in 

interviews and focus groups” 

Professor Pat Sikes: “Telling Our Stories: Ethical Issues For 

Auto/biographical and Narrative Research” 

2-2.40pm  Break (refreshments and light lunch provided)  

2.40-3.20pm  Roundtable discussion:  Ethics in Research 

3.20-3.30pm   Closing remarks 

This event is free, but places are limited. please register by email:  

contactcren@gmail.com 

 

For more information (including accessibility), please visit www.cren.org.uk  



Dr Anita Franklin 

 

Title: Protection, Collaboration and Action: Research and Power 

 

Bio: Dr Anita Franklin is a University Tutor at the University of Sheffield.  At this institution she has 
been course leader for the Women’s Studies Programme until it was closed in 2005 and the Working 
With Communities Programme until now. Dr Franklin has also worked on the Caribbean Programme 
and currently leads the Globalisation strand of the full time MA in Education. Dr Franklin is a political 
scientist with 25 years experience teaching in higher education.  Her research has been in the areas of 
international development, gender, race and community development.  These areas are unified by an 
overall concern with social justice and the re-distribution of power. 

 

 

 

Dr Pat Noxolo 

 

Title: The politics of difference and race in interviews and focus groups 

 

Bio: Dr Pat Noxolo is a lecturer in Human Geography at the University of Birmingham.  She has twen-
ty years’ experience lecturing and researching in higher education.  Her research is at the confluence 
of international development, culture and in/security, and uses postcolonial, discursive and literary 
approaches to explore a range of Caribbean and British cultural practices.  Recent work has focused 
on spatialities in the novels of Wilson Harris, Maryse Conde and Earl Lovelace; on Caribbean laughter 
and materialities; on African-Caribbean dance; on re-theorising postcolonial responsibility; and on 
securitisation in British development and immigration discourses 

 

 

 

Professor Pat Sikes 

 

Title: Telling Our Stories: Ethical Issues For Auto/biographical and Narrative Research 

 

Bio: Pat Sikes is Professor of Qualitative Inquiry in the School of Education at the University of Shef-

field. For close on 40 years Pat’s research has focused on five inter-related concerns: educators’ lives 

and careers; auto/biographical research; qualitative methodologies; research ethics; and social jus-

tice issues. Her very first job, in 1978, was as a research assistant on a project, The Problems and Ef-

fects of Teaching About Race Relations, directed by Lawrence Stenhouse and funded by Nuffield/

Gulbenkian. Pat has worked on Sheffield’s Caribbean programme since she joined the School in 2000 

and in recent years, has directed the Caribbean EdD. 


